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Chavez supporters celebrate referendum victory in Caracas. 

Venezuelan revolution comes to town 


THE BOLIVARIAN Republic of 
Venezuela’s ambassador Leonel 
Vivas is coming to Wellington 
to spread the message of the 
changes occurring in his home 
country. 

Vivas said recently “The fact 
is that today in Venezuela there 
is a struggle of the past against 
the future. A struggle waged by 
those who have traditionally 
been privileged against those 
who have always been socially 
excluded... a battle for the rights 
of the peoples of our America.” 

Chavez won a referendum on 
August 15 with 58 per cent of the 
vote. Confirmation by interna¬ 


tional election observers that the 
election was fair, has temporarily 
silenced opposition factions who 
tried to unseat Chavez through a 
coup in 2002. 

Behind the protests that helped 
overturn the coup were grassroots 
organisations, the Bolivarian 
Circles (CBs). These had their 
origin in community groups 
studying the constitution and 
Venezuelan history, which went 
on to work on local community 
improvement projects. 

As these groups began to agitate 
around broader questions, such as 
health and education policy, they re¬ 
alised they needed to participate di¬ 


rectly in decisions that impacted on 
their communities. Acknowledging 
this, Chavez called for the creation 
of the CBs as a mechanism for this 
participation. 

There are now 2.2 million people 
registered as CB members. Each 
circle consists of 7-10 individuals 
who enjoy equal status. Their im¬ 
mediate functions include repairing 
neighbourhood infrastructure, pro¬ 
moting cultural events, or partici¬ 
pating in nationwide programmes. 

There will be a public reception for 
the ambassador at 7pm on Saturday, 
September 25 at the St John’s Hall, 
Cnr of Willis and Dixon Streets, 
Unwaged: koha, waged: $5. 


Fascists to inadvertantly support diversity 


THE NATIONAL Front’s 
planned hate march in Welling¬ 
ton during Labour weekend 
has drawn a creative response 
from the Federation of Ethnic 
Councils of New Zealand. 

The council is asking people to 
pledge money for every person 
that attends the NF demonstration. 
This money will be used to orga¬ 


nise a host of multi-ethnic festi¬ 
vals of food, dance, and cultural 
presentations next year. Every 
person who marches for racism, 
will unwillingly generate money 
for displays of cultural diversity 
throughout New Zealand. 

Apparently there already have 
been generous donations. Pancha 
Narayanan the President of the 


NZ FEC says “All these pledges 
show support for diversity and 
a rejection of racism. For every 
person from the National Front 
there are at least a few thousand 
people who reject it.” 

You can send your pledge to NZ 
FEC, P.O. Box 1409, Wellington. 
For further information email 
president.nzfec@xtra.co.nz . 


Labour law 
change sics 
workers 

THE GOVERNMENT is propos¬ 
ing new restrictions on sick leave 
that would let bosses demand a 
medical certificate for a single 
day off work. Workers would 
also lose the recently granted 
right to time and a half pay if 
sick on a public holiday. 

This proposed roll-back of rights 
to sick pay is a direct response to 
pressure from bosses on Minister 
of Labour Paul Swain and part of 
Labour’s election strategy to ‘cut 
red tape for business’. The cor¬ 
porate media has taken the move 
as an indication of Labour’s will¬ 
ingness to appease business by 
giving away workers’ rights, and 
is egging on bosses to demand 
further changes. 

Simon Carlaw, CEO of Business 
New Zealand also says workers 
should have to pay for the visit 
themselves (which at $50 would 
be easily more than half a day’s 
wages for most workers). 

Council of Trade Unions presi¬ 
dent Ross Wilson challenged 
employers to provide evidence of 
excessive sick leave, rather than 
relying on “anecdotal rumour”. 
Union leaders are to attend a spe¬ 
cial CTU meeting today to coor¬ 
dinate a response. But the ties of 
the major unions to the Labour 
Party means that, as always, any 
real resistance will have to be or¬ 
ganised from below. 

Union activist Don Franks will 
be proposing at today’s meeting 
that unions organise a nation¬ 
wide sick day to oppose Swain’s 
policy of appeasement. 

“Earlier this year about 50 union 
delegates from low-paid jobs went 
to a specially arranged meeting at 
parliament to lobby Paul Swain 
about mooted industrial law 
changes. Swain didn’t appear to 
receive us, instead, Marian Hobbs 
came out and told us Paul had 
“bad flu”. She didn’t show us his 
sick note,” says Franks. 


SIS spy games 

ANSWERS to a parliamentary 
question reveal New Zealand’s 
Security Intelligence Service re¬ 
ceived less than two hours scru¬ 
tiny last year. 

Since its 20 minute meeting in 
June 2003, the Intelligence and 
Security Committee met twice - on 
December 16 for 49 minutes, and 
on June 15 again for 49 minutes 
So minus the biscuit dunking, the 
members (Helen Clark, Michael 
Cullen, Jim Anderton, Don Brash 
and Winston Peters) barely spent 
an hour and a half looking into: 

• The Refugee Status Appeal 
Authority’s criticism of the SIS re¬ 
garding the Ahmed Zaoui case; 


go unchecked 

• the possibly illegal seven- 
hour questioning of Zaoui, in 
December 2002, without re¬ 
course to a lawyer by the police 
and SIS; 

• the resignation of the Inspector- 
General of Intelligence and 
Security, Laurie Greig, after a court 
decision noting his ‘apparent bias’ 
in the Zaoui case; 

• the stolen passport case in¬ 
volving a number of Israelis. 

Since September 11 2001 the 
SIS has received large increases 
in funding with no additional 
parliamentary scrutiny. 

- Kevin List www.scoop.co.nz 


Pride Week unleashed! 


FOLLOWING on from the high-energy anti-homophobia march 
last week, Uni Q will be encouraging people to come along to Pride 
Week, a string of entertainment and support events. 
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“There is still a lot of 
prejudice out there and for 
people coming it is really 
helpful to have these 
events”, said UniQ co¬ 
president Maddy Drew. 

Uni Q is Victoria 
University’s support and 
social group for Queers, 
Gays, Lesbians, Bisexuals, 
Transexuals, other not- 
quite-straight students and 
their mates. For more infor¬ 
mation: http://www.uniq. 
wellington.net.nz/ 


Eh? What? 

1. Do you know that the local 
body elections are soon? 

2. What is the most important 
local body issue for you? 

3. How much would you sell 
your vote for? 



Dick, IT Worker 

1. They are in a few weeks? 

2. The bypass. 

3.1 wouldn’t sell my vote? 



Catherine, Librarian 
1. Yes. 


2.1 basically don’t believe in 
voting but I might vote, even 
though it is against my prin¬ 
ciples. The current mayor and 
system is really fucked up. 

3. I don’t think my vote is 
worth much, I’d probably sell 
it for pretty much anything. 



Josh, Actor 


1. Yes. My flatmate is run¬ 
ning for mayor. 

2. The bypass is a pretty im¬ 
portant issue for me. 

3. One million dollars. 


Fun and Games 

Pride Week opening night, 
all welcome! Sunday, Sept. 5 
September, 7pm to 10pm @ 
Pound (entry by Koha) Acts in¬ 
clude the Drag Kingz, Pollyfilla, 
Robin Ward, and Ricki 
Mamaku. 

Meatwaters 04 ‘The Festival 
That Just Won’t Shut Up!’ @ 
HAPPY, Door sales only! $10 
for one night, $20 for all three! 
Sept. 9 to Sept. 11, 9pm. For 
more details go to www.mrster- 
ile.co.nz 

Screening of ‘End of Suburbia’, 
Saturday, Sept. 11, 7pm at Aro 
Community Hall, tea will be 
provided. $5 all funds to Anti- 
Bypass Action. 
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